
 
 

An Open Letter to Christians in London 
 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  
 
As we approach a general election I want to encourage you to make use of the privilege you enjoy that 
billions around the world do not - the right to vote. 
 
It would be easy to disengage. Brenda from Bristol captured the sentiment of many when the election was 
announced in 2017 with the phrase “not another one.” While recent political events have acted as electric 
shock therapy for engagement in some ways, 20 million eligible voters decided not to bother at the last 
election. 
 
As followers of Christ, voting is about far more than an expression of our personal political preferences. It 
is an opportunity to love our neighbours by standing up for what we consider to be the good life. The early 
church fathers courageously did this, despite persecution, to uphold the cause of the weak and marginalised. 
How much more should we, when our views are actively sought?  
 
The sceptic might say, that they find little difference between the options, or that the whole process seems 
moribund. A plague on all your houses. But we need to remember that stepping out, even in the depths of 
winter, to cast our vote, is a visible declaration to our communities of our commitment to them. However 
we choose to mark our ballot paper, the very act of stepping into the polling station says that we care about 
their well-being, even on issues that are secondary to eternal ones. We long for a society that upholds justice, 
provides for the poor, serves our young people and leaves us free to worship whatever our faith. We won’t 
stop with the casting of our vote, but we won’t abandon it either. 
 
As I have just hinted, there are many other opportunities that we can grasp to benefit our society apart from 
casting a vote in a general election. Central among them is sharing the life-changing message of the love of 
Christ and the peaceable kingdom that he brings. And yet to those of us, particularly perhaps younger 
voters, tempted to stay away, I want encourage us to play our part in promoting the common good (Romans 
13). As the 18th century statesman Edmund Burke said, “all it takes for evil to triumph is for good men [and 
women] to do nothing.” 
 
Let’s honour the democratic system we have the privilege of being part of (1 Peter 2:17) and encourage 
those whose future will be determined by its outcome, to do the same.  
 
With blessings, 
 
+Sarah Londin 
 
The Rt Revd & Rt Hon Dame Sarah Mullally 
Bishop of London 


