
Draft minutes of the  Annual General Meeting of the Deaf Church 

Sunday 6th June 2010 at the Crown Centre 
 
The meeting started at 4.30pm. 20 members present. 
 

1) The Chair, Hilary Sage, welcomed everyone, thanking them for staying after 
the service. She invited Rev Anne to open the meeting in prayer 
No other business had been brought forward. 

 
2) Apologies from members unable to attend have been received by: Evelyn & 

Geoff Bye,  Aileen Cranwell, Maggie Greenfield, Gary Orriss, Mary Perry, 
Gwen Priestley and Olive Simmonds. (After the meeting, Rev Anne found 
apologies on text from Brenda Mackenzie.) 

 
  

3) Minutes of  AGM 2009 were formally approved – Proposed by Lyn Goddard, 
seconded by Vera Hunt. There were no matters arising. 
 

4) Financial report including approval of Accounts for 2009  

a) John Sage had written a letter of resignation as Treasurer. Lyn Goddard is 

willing to take on this role but needs more time to learn how to do the job 

properly. After discussion, Lyn agreed to take it on from September 2010, if 

John would carry on until then. After that, John will continue to advise Lyn 

when needed. All agreed. 

b) The accounts for 2009 were received by the meeting – proposed Vera 

Hunt, seconded Peter Daniell. 

c) Discussion followed about the money we have given to the Diocese for the 

last few years, in recognition of the support given to us, particularly 

through having a Chaplain.  The meeting agreed to continue giving 15% of 

the money we had on 1st January – so we will send a cheque for £630. 

 

5) Report from Deaf Church Council  
The Deaf Church council organise various events and services through the 
year, and also keep a watchful eye on all matters to do with the Deaf Church. 
At the moment they are planning the August outing to St Alban’s on  Wed 25; 
preparing for the Bishop of Willesden’s  visit in September on Wed 29 at St 
Saviours, and making plans for our Advent party and service on November 
Sat 27. 
 

6) Report from congregations at St Saviours, Crown Centre, and Hounslow 
a) Gamal Demian reported from the Hounslow group and explained there will 

be a special event on Sunday 18 July when Rev Faraj Hanna will be 
speaking at Holy Trinity Church, at 10am. There will be lunch afterwards. 



As this is the same Sunday we normally have lunch at Crown Centre, we 
will cancel lunch so we can join together with the Hounslow group. 

b) Vera Hunt gave a brief report of the Hayes congregation, saying how 
attendance has been growing, and more people are coming more 
regularly. The third Sunday, lunch and activities has been welcomed, 
although we need more volunteers to take a turn making the lunch.  

c) Anne reported from St Saviours that the 4th Wednesday service continues 
to be enjoyed, Lyn Goddard raised the issue of the OAP Deaf club now 
charging £1 to enter the building, so even if someone comes to the Church 
service and stays for lunch, they are asked to pay the extra £1. As the 
lunch has increased to £5, it makes it £6. Obviously, if people stay on to 
play bingo with the OAP, the £1 entry is accepted, but it doesn’t seem 
quite fair for those who don’t stay. Anne said she would speak with the 
Chair of the OAP club, Sheila Salmon. The £1 goes to RAD.  

 
7) Election of members of Deaf Church Council and Officers.  

The council membership is currently: 
Hilary Sage (chair), John Sage (Treasurer) Lyn Goddard (Asst Treasurer)  
Anne Richardson (Secretary) with 
Agnes Pusey, Barbara Constance, Brenda Mackenzie, Leon Hunt, and Vera 
Hunt. All members are happy to continue to work on the Council.  
Anne informed the meeting that Carol Pinkham is willing to join the 
Committee. It was also suggested that someone from Hounslow congregation 
should be represented, and Gamal Demian agreed to give it a try.  
The meeting voted ‘en bloc’ for all of them to be on the Church Council.  

 
8) Chaplain’s Report 

Anne explained that the Chaplain’s post is secure in the Diocese with funding 
until June 2012. We hope and pray that more funding can be found for the 
role to continue. 
Anne will be taking Study leave from July – Sept. Her three main aims is: to 
visit other Deaf churches/ groups to see what other people are doing, and get 
some good ideas: to do the Deaf Church/ Chaplaincy website; and to start 
preparations for Bible study course that is good for Deaf people. 
Everyone wished Anne well.  

 
9) Hilary thanked everyone for taking part and invited Vera to close the meeting 

with a prayer. 
 
Meeting closed at 5.35pm 
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